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CHECK BULLETIN 


No.3 (& final) Date: January 1969 


TO BE RETAINED WITH: (Title) BIS, Somali Republic, Part III(B), 0il 
Storage and Distribution 
eh ae aie oi D/6/III(8) (Dated October 
1964. 
LAST AMENDMENT: (No. ) (Date) i 


This bulletin shows the main changes which have occurred affecting the information contained 
in the B.I.S./P.1I.S. (and any amendments thereto) referred to above. These changes will 

be incorporated in any future amendment to or re-issue of the B.I.S./P.I.S. Meanwhile this 
Bulletin 1s to be retained with the B.I.S./P.I.S. AND CONSULTED WHENEVER THIS IS USED. 

This Bulletin supersedes any previous one which should now be destroyed. 

ITEMS ISSUED FOR THE FIRST TIME ARE MARKED WITH A DOUBLE ASTERISK. 


IMPORTANT NOLICE 


NO FURTHER UP-DATING MATERIAL WILL BE ISSUED IN RESPECT OF 
THIS DOCUMENT. MUCH OF THE INFORMATION IT CONTAINS WILL 
REMAIN SUFFICIENTLY VALID FOR GENERAL REFERENCE PURPOSES 
FOR A LONG PERIOD. THE DOCUMENT IS THEREFORE NOT BEING 
WITHDRAWN, BUT USERS ARE WARNED THAT THEY MUST APPLY TO THE 
ISSUING AUTHORITY FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION WHEREVER 
ACCURACY OF DETAIL IS ESSENTIAL. THIS DOCUMENT MUST NOT Bk 
USED FOR OPERATIONAL OR PLANNING PURPOSES. 


ara 4. A report in August 1966 that all petroleum products were 
to be imported from the USSR, was followed in May 1967 by 
a further report of the immediate start on product bulk 
storage installations in Berbera, Chisimaio and Mogadiscio. 
This work was to be carried out by the USSR and would pro- 
vide a total storage capacity of some 60,000 to 70,000 tons. 
No further details are available. 


Domestic consumption of petroleum products is estimated to 
be about 50,000 tons per year. The consumption in 1965 
was: 

Product Tons 


Aviation and motor 14,000 
gasolines 

Aviation turbine fuel and 4,800 
kerosene 

Diesel and gas oil 4,300 

Other products (see note) 23,700 


TOTAL 1,6, 800 


d/ 6/11 (8) 


Note: The consumption of bitumen may have been higher 
than is normal due to considerable road improve- 
ment and construction work. 


foo, Se ca kd Defence Intelligence Staff, Ministry of Defence, London 
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No. < Date: October 1967 


TO BE RETAINED WITH: (Title) BIS SOMALI REPUBLIC Part III(B): Oil 
STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
(Ref. No.) D/6/III(B) (Dated) October 
194, 
LAST AMENDMENT: — (No. ) (Date) ~ 


This bulletin shows the main changes which have occurred affecting the information contained 
in the B.I.S./P.1I.S. (and any amendments thereto) referred to above. These changes will 

be incorporated in any future amendment to or re-issue of the B.I.S./P.1I.S. Meanwhile this 
Bulletin 1s to be retained with the B,I.S./P.I.S. AND CONSULTED WHENEVER THIS IS USED. 

This Bulletin supersedes any previous one which should now be destroyed. 

ITEMS ISSUED FOR THE FIRST TIME ARE MARKED WITH A DOUBLE ASTERISK. 


**In August 1966 it was reported that the Government 
had decided to take all imports of petroleum from 
the USSR. This was stated to be a temporary 
measure, but a further report dated May 1967 
stated that the USSR were to start "immediately" 
the provision of POL installations at Mogadiscio, 
Berbera and Chisimaio for the storage of 60/70, 000 
tons. 


**4965 consumption of petroleum products was stated to 
Paragraph 6 be: 
Tons 
Gasolines (incl aviation gasoline) 14,,000 
Kerosine (incl aviation turbine fuel) 4,800 
1, 300 
Miscellaneous 23, (00 


16,800 


>/-/WB) 


Rog. Wo. CSO Defence Intelligence Staff, Ministry of Defence, London 
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TO BE RETAINED WITH: (Title) BIS SOMALI REPUBLIC PART III(B): OIL STORAGE 
STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
(Ref. No.) D/6/III(B) (Dated) OCTOBER 196) 


LAST AMENDMENT: (No. ) (Date) 


This bulletin shows the main changes which have occurred affecting the information contained 
in the B.I.S./P.1I.S. (and any amendments thereto) referred to above. These changes will 

be incorporated in any future amendment to or re-issue of the B.I.S./P.I.S. Meanwhile this 
Bulletin 1s to be retained with the B.I.S./P.1I.S. AND CONSULTED WHENEVER THIS IS USED. 

This Bulletin supersedes any previous one which should now be destroyed. 

ITEMS ISSUED FOR THE FIRST TIME ARE MARKED WITH A DOUBLE ASTERISK. 


Page 7 para 6 **Consumption in 1964 is reported as follows: 


Product Tons 


5 


Motor gasoline & Aviation gasoline 694.8 
Kerosine & Avtnr 401.3 
Gas oil & Diesel oil 13718 
Lubricants 


Other products 


Defence Intelligence Staff, Ministry of Defence, London 
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Part III (B): OIL STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
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RECORD OF AMENDMENTS 


Amendment 
By whom entered Date entered 


Defence Intelligence Staff, Ministry of Defence, London 
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D/6/TII (B) 


BRITISH INTELLIGENCE SURVEY ON SOMALI REPUBLIC 


1. This report covers oil storage and distribution in the Somali Republic 
and is one of a series dealing with subjects of particular interest to Service Staffs. 
The reports are also distributed to various Government departments. A distribution 
list is given at the end of the report. The various parts of the B.I.S. are issued 
separately for the convenience of users, and to speed up preparation and revision. 


2. Other parts of the B.I.S. which have been or will be issued in this series 

are as follows: 

V_ Transportation 

VI Airfields (see paragraph 3 below) 

VII Beaches and Landing Places 

VIII (A) Terrain, Climate and Map Coverage 

VIII (B) Towns 

VIIL(C) Military Engineering Resources 

X (A) Health 

X (B) Telecommunications 


3. Information on airfields and flying boat bases is to be found in B.LS. 


Part VI, J.I.B. 5/72 as amended and Regional Study J.I.B./JS/103/2. Ports are 
described in the D.LS. series of Port Information Sheets. A general survey of the 
Somali Republic is included in the D.LS. series of Intelligence Briefing Memoranda. 


4. Except where otherwise stated, the information in this report is that 
available in D.I.S. as at Ist October, 1964. It will be noted that the detailed 
information on bulk storage is dated 1961. 

5. Place name spellings are as far as possible those found on Map GSGS 4355 
1: 500,000 Series, East Africa, which shouid be used for locating points of detail. 
The map issued with this report is for guidance only. 

6. DLS. would welcome the views of users of this report on: 

(a) any statement considered incorrect; 

(b) any notable omissions; 

(c) any means of improving the method of presentation. 

7. New information will be promuigated as soon as possible by the issue of 
one of the following, depending on circumstances : 

(a) A new edition of this report. 


(b) Check Bulletins—These will show the main changes affecting the 
information contained in this report and in any amendments to it issued 
under (c) below. The Check Bulletin should be retained with this report 
and consulted whenever the latter is used. (As Check Bulletins are 
cumulative, only the latest need be retained.) 


(c) Amendments in the form of new pages, for incorporation in this report. 
It is important that such amendments should be correctly incorporated 
(and recorded on the sheet provided at the front of this report). In 
preparing Check Bulletins it is assumed that this has been done. 
8. Requests for further information, including more detail than that in the 
text, should be made to: 


GENERAL OFFICE (D.I. 86), 
DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE STAFF, 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, 
METROPOLE BUILDINGS, 
NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE, 
LonpoN, W.C.2. 


Telephone : WHITEHALL 8474, Ext. 637. 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Paragraphs 
INTRODUCTION 


Aim 


General 


THE O1L INDUSTRY 
General 
Sources of Supply 
Marketing Companies ... 


Internal Consumption ... 


BULK STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
General 
Bulk Storage Depots 
Airfield Storage ... 
Filling Stations and Consumer Storage 


Distribution 


ANNEX A.—Product Bulk Storage at Depots. 
ANNEX B.—Filling Stations and Consumer Storage in the Northern Region. 


Map (in end pocket).—General Map of Somali Republic. 


Notes.— 
1. Throughout this report tank capacities are recorded in water tons, barrels or 
imperial gallons. 
Qi Data 
1 imperial gallon = 1-2 US gallons 


35 imperial gallons 
42 US gallons 


92 
1 water ton - so gallons 


1 barrel = 


6:4 barrels 


3. Where specific gravities are not known, the following approximations may be 
of use: 
ton of aviation gasoline — 316 imperial gallons 
ton of motor gasoline (regular) = 302 imperial gallons 
ton of motor gasoline (premium) = 297 imperial gallons 
ton of aviation turbine fuel = 287 imperial gallons 
ton of kerosene = 276 imperial gallons 


ton of diesel oil = 261 imperial gallons 

ton of fuel oil = 237 imperial gallons 

ton of lubricating oil = 249 imperial gallons 
ton of water = 224 imperial gallons 


l 
| 
| 
I 
I 
1 ton of gas oil = 269 imperial gallons 
I 
1 
1 
l 


Depending upon its specific gravity, 1 ton of crude oil varies between 245 
and 271 imperial gallons. 
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SOMALI REPUBLIC: OIL STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 


INTRODUCTION 
AIM 


1. The aim of this report is to provide information on the storage and 
distribution of petroleum products in the Somali Republic. 


GENERAL 


2. The Somali Republic, which became independent in 1960, was formerly 
the British Somali Protectorate (now known as the Northern Region) and Somalia 
(Italian-administered trust territory, now known as the Southern Region). 


THE OIL INDUSTRY 
GENERAL 


3. Although exploration has been carried out over several years by companies 
of various nations, oil has not yet been discovered in commercial quantities. There 
is no refinery in the country. 


SOURCES OF SUPPLY 


4. Petroleum products are mostly imported from Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
but in June 1962 it was reported that unspecified quantities were to be imported 
from the USSR under a one-year trade agreement. 


MARKETING COMPANIES 


5. The main marketing companies appear to be Shell, Mobil Oil (formerly 
Standard-Vacuum), AGIP and Caltex. Besse and Company, a local company with 
its head offices in Hargeisa is also concerned in the industry, but possibly only as 
a distributing agency for Shell products in the Northern region. 


INTERNAL CONSUMPTION 


6. Details of the current consumption of individual products are not available. 
but early in 1963 the total consumptions, by regions, was stated to be: 


(approximately) 
Region Barrels Tons 


Southern oF 8 ae Ae 232,000 33,000 
Northern De us sok a. 137,000 20,000 


Total te ae a pas 369,000 53,000 


BULK STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
GENERAL 


7. Most of the information given in the following paragraphs and annexes of 
this report is dated 1961 or earlier. 


BULK STORAGE DEPOTS 


8. The main bulk storage facilities in the country are as follows: 


(a) Berbera (Northern Region)——Capacity approximately 9,000 water tons. 
Replenished twice yearly by tanker. There is an 8-in. diameter pipeline, 
3,200 ft long from anchorage to tank farm. Connections to tankers 
moored at buoys is made by a 160-ft flexible hose. Depot operated by 
Shell. 
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(b) Mogadiscio (Southern Region).—Capacity approximately 15,000 water 
tons. Replenished by tanker two or three times yearly. There are twin 
4-in. diameter floating pipelines from anchorage to tank farm. Depot 
operated by AGIP. There is also a smaller depot recently constructed by 
Shell to handle aviation fuels. Total storage is reported as about 1,000 
water tons. 


Further details of depot storage are given in Annex A. 


9. In 1962 it was reported that AGIP and Mobil were establishing small 
depots on the coast at Chisimaio, but no details are available. 


AIRFIELD STORAGE 


10. There are bulk storage facilities at Hargeisa and Mogadiscio airfields for 
aviation gasoline only, as under: 
Hargeisa (4 tanks x 3,000 gallons) ... uy 12,000 gallons 
Mogadiscio ee ay He Ne he 25,000 gallons 


The tanks at both airfields are coupled to hydrant refuelling systems. Aviation 
turbine fuel, stored in drums, is available in limited quantities at both places. 
According to 1961 information, aviation gasoline replenishment at Hargeisa is by 
road from Djibouti and at Mogadiscio by road from Mombasa (700 miles). However, 
the new Shell bulk storage facilities for aviation fuels, at Mogadiscio, were due to 
be completed in 1964 and it is possible that replenishment from Mombasa is now 
discontinued. 


FILLING STATIONS AND CONSUMER STORAGE 


11. There is a small amount of storage at filling stations, and some consumer 
storage at various places throughout the country. Details are only available of those 
in the Northern Region and these are given in Annex B. 


DISTRIBUTION 


12. Bulk distribution is by road, and there is also a small coastal trade in 
packed products. Motor gasoline and gas oil are generally distributed by road 
tanker and kerosene in drums. Up-to-date details of the vehicles engaged in 
distribution are not available, but it is known that in 1959 there were seven road 
tankers of between 1,000 and 3,000 gallons capacity operating in the Northern 
Region. Besse and Company (see paragraph 5) owned five of these and Caltex and 
the Desert Locust Control organisation one each. 
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ANNEX A 


PRODUCT BULK STGRAGE AT DEPOTS 
(August 1961) 


Capacities 


Location | Product | Dimensions | | 
| | | Water 


Barrels | (tons) 


Berbera Me. Motor gasoline ... | 17,200 

| Motor gasoline ... | 8,080 
| Kerosene i 5,820 
Gas oil ... ora | 7,590 
Gas oil ... oh 21,430 


| OO 10h 1 
Mogadiscio ... | | | Motor gasoline ... — | 27,000 
| Kerosene ely — | 17,000 
| Gas oil ... ses | 47,000 
| Fuel oil ... vu - | 3,000 


| ras | | | 94,000 | 14,700 
| ieee | | 

| Shell | | Aviation fuels... | — 1,000 
| | | 


* Allocation between products not known. 


Note.—There are limited drum-filling facilities at each depot. 


ANNEX B 


FILLING STATIONS AND CONSUMER STORAGE IN THE NORTHERN 
REGION 


(August 1961) 


| Total 
Location Depot Product No. of | Capacity 
Tanks (gallons) 


Berbera ... ... | Filling station Motor gasoline 1 1,500 
Gas oil | 2,000 


Kerosene 1,000 


4,500 


Filling station Mobil oil! Motor gasoline 3,000 


Filling station Caltex Motor gasoline 3,000 


Power station —_— Gas oil 1,900 


Borama ... Bs oe Army Motor gasoline 2,000 


Filling station Shell Motor gasoline | 2,000 
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Location 


Depot 
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Product 


Total 
Capacity 
(gallons) 


Hargeisa 


Las Anod 


| Filling station 


| Filling station 


Filling station 


Power station 


. | Filling station 


| Service station 


Filling station 


Filling station 


| Power station 


| Filling station 


| Motor gasoline 
| Gas oil 


| Mobil oil 


Caltex 


Motor gasoline 


Motor gasoline 


| Gas oil 


Police 
Army 
Shell 


| Shell 


Mobil oil 


Caltex 


Army 
Desert 


Locust 
Control 


Public 
Works 


Shell 


| Gas oil 


Motor gasoline 
Motor gasoline 
Motor gasoline 


Gas oil 
Kerosene 


Motor gasoline 
Gas oil 


Motor gasoline 
Gas oil 
Kerosene 


Motor gasoline 
Gas oil 


Motor gasoline 


Motor gasoline 
Gas oil 


Motor gasoline 


Gas oil 


| Motor gasoline 
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3,000 
2,000 


5,000 


3,000 


3,000 
2,000 


5,000 


1,600 


2,000 


2,000 


2,000 
2,000 
1,000 


5,000 


3,000 
3,000 


6,000 


3,000 
1,750 
1,000 


5,750 
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BRITISH INTELLIGENCE SURVEY ON SOMALI REPUBLIC 
Part III (B): OIL STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION 
INITIAL DISTRIBUTION 


EXTERNAL 


Navy Department 
C.-in-C. S.A.S.A. 
F.O.M.E. 

B.O.I. Bahrain 
R.N. Air Stations 
Aircraft Carriers 
Commando Ships 
N.D.A. Gibraltar 
N.D.A. Malta 
N.D.A. Aden 
N.D.A. Youngsfield 
N.D.A. Singapore 
D.N.I. (N.I. 15) 
D.N.L. 

D. of S. 
N.B.D.E.—Stock 


Army Department 
M.O. 4 
E.-in-C, (A.) 
D. Mil. Survey 
H.Q. 3 Div. 
C.-in-C. Committee (West) 


H.Q: E.S.E. (U:K.) E:S.E..6 
R.S.M.E. Chatham (Plt. Eng. Wing) 


5/6 Specialist Team R.E. 
Special Document Registry 


Air Force Department 
J.A.R.LC. (U.K.) 
A.F.O.R. (R.A.F.) 
D.D.E. 10 (R.A.F.) E. 19 A 


J.B. Ottawa 
J.I.B. Canberra 
J.I.B. Wellington 
L.1.O. Cyprus 
L.I.S. Aden 
Foreign Office 
M. of Power 
M.A. Addis Ababa 
M.A. Cairo 
M.A. Khartoum 
B.D.L.L.S.W. 


INTERNAL 


D.I. 86 (A.) 

D.I. 31 

D:D 34D. 

OT 72-cri 

D.I. (M.L.) 4 

D.I. (A.I.) 15 B. (i) 
D.I. 89 (A.) 
C.B.0.—Stock 
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